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Despite the recent water system crisis and divestment by the auto industry, Downtown Flint showed promise as 
entrepreneurs saw opportunities to better connect with the University Of Michigan – Flint and renewed interest 
in downtown living. The Downtown Development authority and Charles Stewart Mott Foundation invested in the 
Flint Downtown Gameplan with the intent to determine the land use, placemaking and mobility enhancements 
needed Downtown, to map out their respective locations and to identify the critical next steps to maintain and 
accelerate momentum. 

The Gameplan seeks to augment Flint’s City-wide master plan, and provide greater specificity on Downtown 
issues and strategic opportunities. In looking to the future, we can be inspired by Flint’s rich history and identity. 
Consistently, Flint shows strength as a place of assembly; be it the assembly of vehicles, students, health 
systems, or apparel. To create a Downtown for all of Flint, we need to embrace additional definitions of 
assembly, create places and opportunities to gather, identify common purposes around which to organize, and 
celebrate the “fitting together” physically, socially and economically.

Landscape architects led the interdisciplinary process, bringing together economics, mobility, public realm 
design and a unique public engagement process.
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